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Carol and I have had Lincolns for 
some 40 years, and what an 
enjoyable ride it has been - in part 
due to our appreciation of the 
breed, but also due to all the folks 
who helped us get started and with 
whom we have had friendly 
relationships for so many years. 
People who raise sheep are a 
select group, often idiosyncratic 
and fun, Lincoln breeders even 
more so. I am using this piece to 
mention and thank them all.  As 
they were helpful to us, we must 
all assist new breeders in order to 
preserve and perpetuate these fine 
sheep. 

We got our first Lincoln, a black 
ram named Ironstone (who yielded 
“steel wool” according to our 
boys), from a woman in New 
Hampshire. The ram had been 
delivered to her by the Kruse 
family of Illinois. She had decided 
to concentrate on breeding Tunis 
“to try to keep them red as when 
born”, so we ended up with the 
ram. 

With a mail bid, we bought a 
couple of yearling ewes from John 
Lee of Ontario, a fine gentleman 
from whom we learned a lot.  Upon 
visiting us in Vermont, he reasoned 
that we would never have to worry 
about enough muscling in our 
sheep due to the steep hills they 
had to climb.  He was politely 
complimentary about the sheep but 
especially about the breakfast Carol 

served.  

Subsequently we bought 2 black 
yearling ewes and 2 ewe lambs 
from Nancy Pintler in Oregon.  She 
and her husband drove them all 
the way to Vermont to see New 
England for the first time. 

Thus we were started. 

We made our first significant sheep 
trip to a show in New Jersey in 
1983 where the sheep were well 
received and the judge was Russell 
Dow, a sort of Canadian wheeler 
dealer who had ironically delivered 
our initial ewes from John Lee. 

President’s Message 
By Joe Haddock, President NLSBA 

40 Years of Lincolns  

Upcoming Show Dates: 

National Lincoln Show/Sale 
Wooster, OH: May 29-30 

National Lincoln Meeting 
Saturday May 29—7pm 

West Coast Regional 

Lincoln Show, Black Sheep 
Gathering, Lane Co. 
Fairgrounds, Eugene, OR: 

June 25-27 

All American Junior Show, 
Springfield, IL: July 1-4 

If you would like to let 
breeders know about an 

event, email Blake 

Campbell; 

lincolnfuturity@gmail.com 

In this Issue: 

President’s Message—
40 years of Lincolns 

1 

NLSBA Meeting 
Minutes 

3 

The Lincoln—A Luxury 
Sheep Breed 

5-6 

New Recipe! 7 

Featured Flock 8-9 

Lincoln Merchandise 
and National Sale 

News 

10 

Perennial Weeds in 
Pasture 

11 

National Sale Bill 12-
13 

Advertising & 
Sponsorship Info 

14 

Lincoln Work Order 15 
 

History of the Lincoln 
Breed 

16 

 The 

Lincoln Letter 
The newsletter of the national Lincoln sheep breeders association 

Spring 2021 

Don’t forget to pay your 2021 Dues! 

Tear out the form at the back and 

mail it in! They are due June 1, be 

sure to send in to be able to vote in 



 2 

 

Thereafter, we were encouraged and willingly helped by many. The Canadian breeders were 
much closer to us geographically than others in the US.   Bill Gardhouse helped us learn to pick 
rams- his family, like the Lees, having had Lincolns for several generations.  We owe a lot to 
those 2 fellows for their Lincoln knowledge and experience - in addition to their wry, often cynical, 
sense of humor. 

Don Kessi, of the northwest, sent us 2 rams, sight unseen, which turned out to be excellent. 

During one Christmas season, we were visited by Robert Watts of the UK Lincoln Longwool Asso-
ciation, while he was visiting relatives in New England.  I’m not sure he thought much of our 
white Lincolns, but was impressed with the blacks.  However, he was most taken by water tank 
heaters - never needed in Lincoln, England! 

One hot, summer day, while visiting my ill father in a Springfield, Illinois, hospital, I took a side 
trip to near Decatur where I spent the afternoon with Teresa Kruse and Beverly Boersma while 
they wormed lambs and talked of their Lincoln experience. I rented a U-haul trailer and bought a 
very nice black ram lamb who became the foundation for our black flock. 

Teresa was again very helpful when we bought a couple of ewes at the Springfield sale. She kept 
them for us for 2-3 weeks while we dealt with another acute, significant family illness in Illinois. 
Otherwise, we would have been stuck. 

We attended the Ohio State Fair Lincoln show in the early 80’s where we met 3 “older” fellows 
standing by the show ring rail talking sheep - Stanley Jackman, Cletus, Zenk, and Harvey War-
rick.  What fun and great stories they had! 

We finally made it to the Maryland Sheep and Wool Festival where we met the Ohio Campbells - a 
family of great talkers with an accent the same as where I’m from in western Illinois. 

As the years and sheep shows passed, we were able to contribute to getting the breed into Mary-
land, Eastern States, and the New York Sheep and Wool Festival.  And at all of those we met and 
enjoyed Lincoln breeders including Debbie Vanderwende, Diane Klinglehofer, Brian Larson, and 
almost always the Johnsons and Harvey! 

There were even some judges that were helpful and amusing: Tom Brown, with his smile when 
he found a small Snicker on the back of a sheep being exhibited; Gary Ricketts, who sat with Car-
ol and judged from the bleachers and also knew that my home Pike County, Illinois, had the best 
pork tenderloin sandwiches; and Bud Martin who referred new breeders to come see our sheep. 

In 2013 we finally got the national show and sale at the Big E, never before in the northeast.  We 
also got to visit Lincoln breeders in England on a trip with several other North American Lincoln 
folks.  We found them an eclectic a group, just as are we in the US. 

Since then, as we age and become relatively decrepit, we continue to breed a dozen ewes, enjoy-
ing the process thoroughly.  We reflect on all the shows - from local county fairs to Louisville, but 
more so on the relationships and friends we were able to experience - thanks to Lincoln sheep. 

As numerous others have helped us and enriched our lives, those of us with Lincolns now need to 
assist others as they get started and continue this elegant breed of sheep. 
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NLSBA Conference call— 2/11/2021 8pm  

and seconded to have the National Show 
and Sale for 2021 at Wooster, Ohio, also 
the location of our National Biennial 
Meeting. Debbie V will secure the meeting 
room and time at the Best Western Hotel. 
Nathan Lein will work on making the 
meeting virtual, probably zooming. Blake 
Campbell will arrange coffee and donuts for 
sale in the morning. 
 
Emma Long reported that the Rare Breed 
Conservancy would like input from the 
designated breed boards and officers. They 
are offering paid services such as social 
media training and board training as well as 
other services. No action was taken. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to pay 
Blake and Abby Campbell $400 retroactive, 
per issue of the Lincoln Letter for editing 
and producing, as this is a considerable 
undertaking. The motion was unanimously 
passed. 
 
Anita Richert reported on NAILE 2020. It 
was a very different year, lack of 
communication being a primary problem. 
Following Covid prodigals made everything 
extremely difficult and confusing with no 
clear-cut answers. The Lincoln Show went 
very well, with high quality animals and 
great numbers. Results were reported in a 
timely fashion and were also available in the 
Lincoln Letter. Flexibility was the key and 
hopefully next year will be better! 
 
Joe Haddock announced that 2021 is an 
election year and as usual, memberships 
need to be in place by June 1, to receive a 
ballot. Members will be reminded on line 
and in the newsletter. A nominating 
committee was appointed. A slate of 
nominees will be presented at the biennial 
meeting. Positions available are; President, 
Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer, East -
Midwest Director, West Coast Director. 
 
Motion made, seconded and passed to 
adjourn the meeting at 9:47 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah Vanderwende, Sec/Treas NLSBA 

The February 11th meeting of the NLSBA was 
called to order at 8:05pm by President Joe 
Haddock. Present for the call were Joe 
Campbell, Nathan Lein, Deb Vanderwende, 
Diane Klingelhofer, Anita Richert, Emma 
Long, Christiane Payton, and Blake Campbell 
(Futurity Report and Newsletter only).  
 
The President apologized for Covid and how 
it has affected all of us in some way. We 
must hopefully put this year behind us and 
look forward to a safer, bigger and brighter 
future. Everyone agreed. 
 
Blake Campbell reported that the 2020 
futurity had been cancelled due to lack of 
participation and few opportunities to show. 
The Treasurer returned all checks and 
thanked all those who nominated animals. 
 
Blake also reported that the Newsletter is a 
work in progress and he and Abby plan to 
have another out by the end of May. If 
anyone would like to contribute an article, 
photos, or ideas, email Blake. The Board 
complimented Blake on the job he and Abby 
are doing and suggested they continue the 
“featured flock” section and do an article on 
the Rare Breed Conservancy. Blake also 
commented that they will be selling ads in 
the next edition. A sample was displayed in 
the last issue as well as a price list. The 
newsletter will also be available on the web 
site.  
 
The website will hopefully come alive again 
as restrictions are lifted and events begin to 
happen. As people become more active, the 
website will update sales and show dates 
with deadlines. Please send photos to Blake 
and Abby. 
 
Minutes were approved as read and archived 
by the Secretary. 
 
Debbie Vanderwende gave the treasurer's 
report which was approved. She also 
commented that the Wisconsin Bank that has 
our accounts has increased fees again. The 
Board moved and seconded a motion to allow 
Deb to research banks closer to her location 
and find one more compatible with our 
organization. She will report back. The Roger 
Watkins Memorial Fund will be discussed at 
the Biennial Meeting. 
 
After much discussion, a motion was made 

Need to Contact Associated 

Registry? P.O. Box 231 Wamego, 

KS 66547  

P: 785/456-8500 F: 785/456-8599  

asregistry@gmail.com 
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The Lincoln: A Luxury Sheep Breed 

 Sheep come in all shapes, sizes, and colors, but among them, the British longwool 
breeds are considered royalty. The Lincoln is the largest of the longwools, and over the years, 
I’ve had the pleasure of visiting several flocks in the U.S. and Canada. I still remember the 
first time I looked at one of their fleeces, so brilliant it shined like foil in the sun. But fleece 
alone doesn’t make a sheep, and this old British breed also offers some culinary delights. 
Good things can come in big packages, and the Lincoln seems to have it all, wrapped up in 
one versatile sheep breed. 

Long-Reigning Longwool 
 The history of British longwools dates back to the Roman occupation of Great Britain. 
Longwool sheep were documented on the European continent as early as the second century, 
and the Romans are thought to have brought them over to Britain, though the sheep 
persisted for centuries after the Romans left. They were famously depicted in the Luttrell 
Psalter, an illuminated manuscript commissioned by Sir Geoffrey Luttrell, Lord of the Manor of 
Irnham in Lincolnshire in the 1300s. 
 In the 1700s, famous livestock breeder Robert Bakewell became interested in Lincoln 
Longwools. Bakewell was intent on creating a new and improved Leicester sheep breed, 
which we know today as the Leicester Longwool. He crossed Lincolns with other native stock 
to breed productive animals with unbelievably lustrous coats. New Leicester rams were later 
crossed with old Lincoln ewes to produce an improved breed of Lincoln. More refinements and 
improvements were made to the breed over time to produce today’s highly productive meat 
animals with glorious fleeces that made many flock owners in Lincolnshire rich. 
  

A Hefty Heritage Breed 
 Lincoln Longwools are massive, with rams topping 300 pounds and ewes weighing in at 
just over 200 pounds. Thankfully, despite their impressive size, they have a gentle disposition. 
Their wool grows quickly, reaching lengths of about 12 inches per year, with each animal 
producing 12 to 16 pounds of wool annually, if managed properly. Good nutrition and careful 
management of the fleece will produce strong and lustrous fiber. Renowned author and fiber 
artist Deborah Robson writes in The Fleece & Fiber Sourcebook: “For sturdiness in a wool, for 
length, and for large fleeces, it’s hard (dare we say, impossible?) to beat a Lincoln Longwool.” 
 My first encounter with Lincolns was on the farm of Brian Larson in Michigan. Larson is 
a former president of the National Lincoln Sheep Breeders Association and a recognized 
master breeder. He described the Lincoln as “high volume” sheep with big rumens, large 
bodies, strong and wide loins, and good bone mass. The breed comes in white or natural-
colored fleece. Larson prefers the white because it accepts dye beautifully and can be more 
versatile. For those not wanting to use dye, the naturally colored sheep offer some beautiful 
choices, with some including silver, brown, and even black in the same fleece. The British 
don’t recognize the natural-colored Lincolns, but fortunately all colors are accepted in the U.S. 
and are managed separately in two studbooks for the breed. 
“The Lincoln is a large breed, so you have to be ready to handle animals of their size, and 
have enough space to accommodate them properly,” Larson says. They’re easy keepers, he 
says, and the lambs are born long and lean, which allows for ease of birthing. 

The Fall of the House of Mutton 
 No discussion of the Lincoln would be complete without exploring the culinary 
properties of its meat. The sheep are particularly famous for hogget, which is most often 
defined as the meat from a sheep between 1 and 2 years of age. Larson was kind enough to 
share half legs and a shoulder roast of his Lincoln hogget so I could experience the taste and 
aroma of this amazing meat. I did quite a bit of homework and came up with a cooking 
strategy based on the low-and-slow philosophy to bring out the best in this kind of grass-
finished meat. The plan was to prepare the meat and then serve it to the staff at The 
Livestock Conservancy office so we could have a group discussion about its qualities. 

We’re now seeking sponsors for 

2021 events! Contact Debbie 

Vanderwende To get involved! 

Republished with Permission from Jeannette Beranger  
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The Lincoln: A Luxury Sheep Breed Cont.  

 I decided to prepare the cuts of meat using two different methods, taking some inspiration 
from one of my favorite sheep books, Much Ado About Mutton by Bob Kennard. This book is an 
amazing resource that expertly dispels the 
myths arising in the mid-20th century that 
caused hogget and mutton to be viewed 
as inferior to lamb. Prior to that time, if 
you wanted to impress someone with a 
fine dinner, you would serve a nice piece 
of mutton. A quote in the book from 
Pierre des Essarts, an 18th-century French 
actor, sums up the past sentiment of 
mutton: “Mutton is to lamb what a 
millionaire uncle is to his poverty-stricken 
nephew.” 
 The reputation of this once highly 
regarded meat was destroyed through a 
cruel act of fate during World War II. 
Sheep were hastily butchered, prepared, 
and canned to send to the troops, with 
little regard for hang time. Ultimately, the 
taste of the meat was ruined, making it 
barely edible for the hungry soldiers, who 
were then left with nothing else to eat. 
Afterward, the mere mention of mutton was an unpleasant reminder of wartime canned meat. 
Mutton rapidly lost favor as tastes swayed toward the much milder flavor of lamb. 
 It’s said the keys to good hogget or mutton are breed, diet, and hang time. Lincoln has 
long been reputed as a fine producer of hogget. Corn-based diets can ruin even the best of 
breeds, and will tend to give the meat a gamy taste. For ideal flavor, animals should be raised 
entirely on grass and natural forages — with little to no corn — to ensure the highest quality. 
After that, it’s a matter of hang time for the carcass at the abattoir. Ideally, 1 to 2 weeks hang 
time is perfect for mutton and hogget. (Older sheep require longer aging times in the refrigerator. 
Many butchers don’t like to hang that long, because the meat takes up space needed for 
incoming product.) We purchased a large cooler to finish aging the meat at home and a 
commercial-grade vacuum sealer so the meat could be packaged and stored for up to a year in a 
freezer without the threat of freezer burn. 

Getting Started 
 The Lincoln breed is blessed to be supported by the National Lincoln Sheep Breeders 
Association. This active group works to market the breed and cultivate the next generation of 
breeders, with members who can help mentor newcomers to the breed and put them on a clear 
path for success. The best piece of advice I can offer is to take time to visit a Lincoln breeder and 
get to know this majestic sheep up close and personal. They’re beautiful and useful creatures that 

won’t disappoint. 
Jeannette Beranger is the senior 

program manager for The Livestock 
Conservancy. She maintains rare 

breeds on her North Carolina farm. 
This article was originally pub-

lished for Grit Magazine on Febru-
ary  12, 2020. 

http://www.livestockconservancy.org/
http://www.livestockconservancy.org/
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  INGREDIENTS 

For the Gyro Meat Recipe 
• 2 pounds ground lamb 

• ½ cup grated red onion 

• 2 tablespoons dried Italian seasoning* 

• 2 teaspoons salt 

• 1 ½ teaspoon garlic powder 

• ½ teaspoon black pepper 

For the complete Gyro Recipe 
• 8-10 flat pocketless gyro pitas 
(flatbread or naan) 
• 1 cup diced tomatoes 

• 1 cup shaved romaine lettuce 

• ½ cup sliced red onion 

• ½ cup crumbled feta 

• ½ cup mint leaves 

• 1 cup Tzatziki sauce 

Instructions 

1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F. 
Set out a 9X5 inch loaf pan and line it 
with foil. 
2. In a large mixing bowl, combine the 
ground lamb, grated red onion, and all 
herbs and spices. Mix by hand until 
smooth. 
3. Press the meat mixture firmly and 
evenly into the loaf pan. 
4. Bake for 30-35 minutes. 
5. Meanwhile, prep all the toppings for 
the gyros. 
6. Carefully lift the meatloaf out of the 
pan by and edges of the foil. Drain off 
any juices. Place the meatloaf on a 
cutting board and peel off the foil. 
7. Use an electric knife (or serrated 
knife) to slice the lamb gyro loaf into 
extra-thin strips. 
8. You can use the soft meat strips as-is. 
Yet, to get the traditional crispy edges, 
created by a vertical broiler rotisserie, lay 
the gyro strips on a foil lined rimmed 
baking sheet. Set under the broiler for 2-
4 minutes until the gyro meat looks dark 
and crispy. (Keep an eye on it!) 
9. Then warm the pitas in the microwave 
for 30-60 seconds. 

10.Sprinkle a small amount of 
shaved lettuce on the pitas. Top 
them with several strips of gyro 
meat. Then sprinkle with 
tomatoes, onions, feta, and mint 
leaves. Serve with plenty of 
Tzatziki Sauce. 

Zesty Gyros with Homemade Lamb Gyro Meat 

Have a recipe you love?  A favorite picture of your Lincolns? Send it to lincolnfuturity@gmail.com 
for your chance to be featured in a next issue! 

Prep Time 20 mins 
Cook Time 35 mins 
Total Time 55 mins 

We design ads! Have an 

idea? Contact Blake & Abby 

Campbell. Check out more 

on page 14. 



 8 

 

Name: Kris Jones 
Location of Farm:  Prineville, Oregon 
Size of Flock:  15-25 head 
  
Lincolns can be a tough breed to raise and 
keep their fleeces so nice, how do you 
manage raising your Lincolns and keep their 
fleeces in a nice condition?  
 Lincolns are certainly a unique breed of 
sheep and keeping their fleeces in prime condition 
with the long locks can certainly be a challenge.  
While we started in meat breeds in the late 1970’s, 
we accidentally stumbled into raising wool sheep 
in the late 1990’s with the birth of our first black 
Montadale.  It turned out the little black ewe lamb 
I begged my mom to sell at weaning sported a 
pretty nice fleece and later would  place in the top 
4 yearling ewes at the national NCWGA show at 
the Oregon State Fair.  I was hooked! 

With a generous amount of support from 
friends in both the show sheep and fiber 
communities we learned to blanket, skirt and 
market our fleeces for a premium.  Unfortunately 
blanketing our Lincolns year round in the High 
Desert heat and snowy winters is a recipe for 
disaster so I have to rely on good genetics, feed 
management and a quality shearer. 

Anymore, we only shear once a year, so 
high quality genetics are one of the keys to 
producing quality fleeces.  While the meat breeder 
in me will never give up productivity and 
conformation, the sheep I keep in my flock have 
to have complete sound fleeces with quality lock 
structure from front to back and top to bottom.  
We prioritize density and cull heavily for cross 
fibering.  Ultimately I don’t have a lot of space to 
keep sheep that can’t pull their weight across the 
board from producing pounds of lamb to fiber. 

Fortunately for us we can graze pasture 
and hay stubble for about half of the year limiting 
the build up of VM in our fleeces.  Winter time is a 
bit more tricky, but to help keep fleeces clean we 
feed hay out of bottom feed troughs.  We shear 
prior to lambing so this also reduces VM build-up 
while sheep are in tighter quarters. 

Having a knowledgeable fiber minded 
shearer as my next door neighbor is a huge asset.  
It allows me to target our shearing to best fit the 
sheep’s production cycle as well as limit shearer 
caused issues.  Add in a detailed skirting process 
and storage protocol and it makes for producing 
quality, highly marketable fleeces. 

  
What are the goals of your farm? 
We have been raising sheep for just over 45 
years.  I often like to refer to it as a 4-H project on 

steroids.  Over those 
years, we have raised 
purebred Suffolks, 
Montadales, 
Hampshire, Fine, 
Medium and Longwool 
registered NCWGA 
sheep as well as club 
lambs and most recently the Lincolns.  Our goals 
have changed significantly over the years depending 
on the breed, but the focus has always been the 
same to produce complete sheep that can perform 
both in and outside the show ring.  Growing up with 
a frugal father with a stockman’s eye taught me no 
matter how large or small the flock, the sheep have 
to support themselves. 
 My focus today is on raising 200+ pound big 
bodied, high quality fleeced, heavy milking ewes that 
can put twins on the ground and raise them with 
limited creep feeding options.  I want my rate of 
gains on my lambs to be between .7 to 1 pound of 
gain a day and the ewes to stay fat throughout the 
year on pasture and grass hay.  Good mothering 
skills are a must and we put a bonus on ewes that 
don’t need lambing assistance and have great 
mothering skills.  I’m getting old, the less I have to 
interfere the better. 
 If I can raise lambs in this scenario, I can 
maximize my profit while limiting fiscal and labor  
input.  My sheep are production sheep first and show 
sheep second.    
  
Where do you market your wool? 
 We have marketed wool in a variety of places 
over the years.  From wool pools of my youth with 
the meat breeds, to a more fiber based focus over 
the last 20+ years.  On a normal year, we enter 
fleeces in fiber shows and sales throughout the 
Northwest as well as host on-farm sale days for local 
spinning groups. In addition, we will wholesale 
fleeces to small fiber shops.  We have also used 
mailing lists as well as commissioned my shearer to 
market our fleeces online through a number of the 
social media groups. 
 We also capitalize on the long locks of the 
Lincolns and sell to Santa Beard makers or specialty 
hat makers who use the long locks for embellishment 
on their projects. 
  

 

Featured Flock! 

Kristie Lincolns  
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Featured Flock! 

Kristie Lincolns Cont. 
How do you promote the Lincoln breed? 
 In my opinion, Lincolns are one of the most 
versatile breeds on the market and they’re unique 
looks and great personalities make promoting the 
breed easy!  I also think our breed association 
makes it easy through providing us with the won-
derful blue t-shirts and promotional swag.  Add in 
everyone’s phenomenal friendly attitudes and it is 
easy to recruit people into the breed. 
 With that said, exhibiting well presented high 
quality sheep and fiber at events is the first key.  
Promoting locally and creating strong networks 
throughout the sheep industry is also essential to 
promoting the breed.  Ultimately it comes down to 
exposure. 
 I am also blessed to co-moderate the Lincoln 
Sheep Breeders, Exhibitors, and Enthusiasts Face-
book group 
with founder 
Donathon 
Kenner.  I try 
to utilize this 
platform to 
cultivate a 
space where 
everyone 
feels safe to 
celebrate all 
of the attrib-
utes of our 
Amazing 
breed. 
  
What makes the Lincoln breed unique and 
why is it special to you? 
 Wow!  I fell in love with the breed while 
helping Penny Dodds show her beautiful Natural 
Colored Lincolns at the Black Sheep Gathering in the 
early 2000’s.  I was so impressed with their unique 
looks, amazing style and natural thickness that I set 
a goal to save money to buy a young flock.  I was 
later blessed with helping her show in the breed fi-
nal drive on the green shavings of Louisville and I 
knew I was hooked.  With great Northwest mentors 
to guide me along the way, I would later purchase 
my first young flock from Dodds as well as two bred 
ewes from Reisters in Washington.  Within a few 
years we liquidated our wether style sheep, Mon-
tadales and other Natural Colored breeds to focus 
solely on the Lincoln breed. 
 I love their versatility, performance and doc-
ile dispositions, but most of all I love looking at 
them in the fields.  Probably my favorite thing to 
watch is a full fleeced heavy locked Lincoln running 
across the pasture in a Fabio moment or how they 
sparkle after a fresh snow. Add in their caring sweet 
personalities and it is a recipe for success. 

What else would you like to share with the 
readers.  
 While I don’t necessarily consider myself old 
at fifty-three, I am realizing on an ever so recurring 
basis I have a pretty uniquely global view of our 
industry.  I was blessed to grow up around some of 
the best sheepmen not only in the Northwest, but 
in the nation because they were in my backyard.  
Large purebred and ram sales were prevalent in my 
youth and many of the purebred breeders also ran 
their sheep in a commercial environment.   
Raising a variety of breeds over the years has given 
me a fairly wide network and understanding of a 
variety of management systems. Three trips 
through the National Lamb Feeders Association 
Howard Wyman Leadership School has given me a 
greater appreciation for the many commercial oper-
ations running sheep in a wide array of environ-
ments across the United States. 

I have been blessed to serve our Oregon 
sheep industry as the past President of the Oregon 
Purebred Sheep Breeders Association as well as 
served on the board of the Oregon Sheep Growers 
Association.  

In addition, I have been beyond blessed to 
write for The Banner Sheep magazine covering not 
only breeders, but a wide range of events across 
the nation throughout our sheep industry for the 
past fifteen plus years.   

All of these phenomenal experiences over 
the years have made me realize just how humbling 
it is to be part of our Amazing sheep industry.  In 
the end it really isn’t about the purple ribbons, it is 
really about the people! 
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Lincoln Merchandise for Sale 

The Lincoln Breeder’s Association is now selling merchandise with the Lincoln logo.  
 

Items include: 
1/4 Zip Sweatshirts— $35.00 
Tee Shirts— $10.00 
Back Pack— $20.00 
Plush Travel Pillow and Blanket— $25.00 
Travel Mugs (Thermal Tumbler)— $8.00 
Cinch Sack— $20.00 
Large Beach Towel— $20.00 
25th Anniversary NAILE Tote—$20.00 
Messenger Bag—$25.00  

 
 

All items are cobalt blue in color. Can 
transport to shows or will ship.  
Contact Debbie Vanderwende if 
interested: 302-542-2088 

Follow us on Facebook at Facebook.com/NLSBA to 

stay current with news, shows, and events! 

Can deliver to the 

National Show/Sale in 

Wooster!  

National Lincoln Show & Sale  
 

As May comes around, so does the National Show and Sale for the Lincoln Associa-
tion. We are excited to welcome everyone to Wooster, OH for the show, sale, wool 
festival, and fellowship surrounding Lincolns. We start the weekend with the show 
on Saturday, May 29 beginning at 9am. Later that evening we will hold the Annual 
National Lincoln Association Meeting at 7:30pm at the Best Western Hotel in the 

Imperial Room. Not able to attend in person, join us for the National Meeting     
virtually via Zoom.  

 
Meeting ID for Zoom: 846 0879 3624 and Passcode: 19AsfQ   

 
On Sunday morning the sale will begin at 10:00am with online bidding available. 
Donuts and coffee will be provided in the morning for those interested in talking 

about Lincolns. During the show and sale we will also have a raffle of a wool blan-
ket raising money for the junior futurity program. We are excited to welcome eve-

ryone to Ohio to the National Lincoln Show and Sale at the end of this month, 
hope everyone can join us! Best wishes and See you soon!  
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If plants could talk, we could learn a lot, and our jobs as stewards of the land would be much easier. When 
we go to the doctor because we are sick, we do not sit quietly and expect the doctor to know how we feel 
and then tell us how to get better. We need to provide information that will help with the diagnosis. But 
since plants cannot talk, our job is difficult when we try to locate the source of a problem, such as low 
productivity or an infestation of weeds. Recently, one of my colleagues, Ed Brown, suggested a method of 
taking stock of what is growing in your pasture. Knowing what plants are growing in your pastures is an 
important first step in listening to what the pasture is telling you. Varieties of plants or changes in these 
populations from year to year can provide important clues. 

Indicators 
Indicator plants are plants that can provide suggestions of issues in the soil. Often, perennial weeds can be 
our best indicator plants. These plants are living in a condition that has allowed them to survive for multiple 
years. Annual plants only need conditions that allow them to make it through one growing season, but their 
ability to come back for multiple years can also suggest problems. Identifying and inventorying these plants 
can be an additional tool to use when managing your pasture. While I would not suggest that these plants 
take the place of soil testing, they could hint that a soil test is needed to interpret what the indicator plants 
are telling us. By testing soil and continuously monitoring the stock of plants present, we can document 
actual improvements over time. Much of the information on indicator plants dates back many years, but 
there continue to be studies from universities that support many of the old findings. 

Examples 
Here are some examples of indicator plants, though there are many more. Broadleaf plantain may indicate 
compacted soil with low fertility. Broomsedge is often an indicator of low phosphorous, which may be due to 
low pH. Burdock can indicate low calcium and high potassium. Curly dock often indicates wet or compacted 
soils, as well as low calcium and extremely high magnesium, phosphorous and potassium. Knapweed does 
well with low calcium and very low phosphorous. Oxeye daisy likes low phosphorus, high potassium and high 
magnesium. Common mullein often indicates low pH rocky soils. Redroot pigweed can indicate too much 
iron or to little manganese, but it may also indicate high potassium and manganese and low phosphorous 
and calcium, and is often an indicator of fertile soil. 

Managing weeds 
Usually, our goal is to find a way to remove weeds from our pastures. They typically reduce productivity and 
compete against the desired forages. But research has shown that simply removing those weeds without 
addressing why they grew there in the first place will only provide a short-term solution, as the weeds will 
likely return. Taking stock of weeds and listening to what they are telling us about soil conditions can be an 
additional tool in our toolbox. We do our best to provide a good representative soil sample to learn about 
the fertility status on our pastures. These samples are great for providing averages. But maybe, for example, 
we did not pull a sample from a 
particular area, and we realize 
that area is covered with 
broomsedge. Going back and 
taking a soil sample in that area 
could be valuable in both 
getting rid of the weed problem 
and improving fertility. Pick up 
a good weed identification 
guide and do not be afraid to 
contact your local extension 
educator for assistance with 
identification. There are also 
several university-based guides 
for assistance with what these 
weeds may be telling you. 
Listening to those indicator 
plants is one more tool for 
managing your pastures. 

Perennial Weeds can Indicate Soil Health Problems in Pastures 

Published by Braden Campbell, Program Coordinator, OSU Sheep Team 
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The Livestock Conservancy’s Shave ‘Em to Save ‘Em Program  

Promotes Heritage Sheep Conservation 
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Meeting Minutes and Back Issues 

of The Lincoln Letter are available 

online at Lincolnsheep.org 
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Lincoln Longwool judging guidelines, 

reflecting desirable characteristics of the 

breed, were updated in 1993. The registry 

and generation of registration papers were 

computerized in 1997 to offer a standard 

three-generation pedigree (with a five 

generation option) and to identify the fleece 

color phenotype as “white” or “colored”. 

During odd numbered years, at a central 

location, the NLSBA holds a biennial meeting, 

white and colored sheep and wool shows, 

breeding  sale, and election of officers and 

directors. Officers include president, vice 

president, secretary-treasurer and director 

regions including eastern, mid-eastern, 

western and one at large. In alternating 

locations throughout the U.S. on even 

numbered years, the association holds a 

membership meeting, shows and sale. Youth 

activities are conducted nationwide. 

A society of Lincoln breeders was started in 

England in 1796 and the present Lincoln 

Longwool Sheep Breeders’ Association was 

founded in 1892. 

In the United States, the National Lincoln 

Sheep Breeders’ Association (NLSBA) was 

started in Michigan in 1891. By 1900, the 

membership consisted of approximately 150 

members of which one-third were Canadian. 

Registration of colored Lincolns in the U.S. 

began in 1984. 

The registry maintained by the American 

association is open for offspring of animals 

recorded in Lincoln breeders’ registries from 

other countries. For example, animals that 

have qualified for registration and are 

recorded in the Canadian Livestock Records 

can be transferred and recorded in the 

American registry. 

A Brief History of The Lincoln Breeders Association 

Editors: 
Blake & Abby Campbell 

Email future article ideas to: 
lincolnfuturity@gmail.com 

Phone Number: (740) 434-3253 

National Lincoln Sheep Breeders Assoc. 
PO Box 231, 305 Lincoln 
Wamego, KS 66547 
 

Lincoln Longwools for Many Reasons! 

Long lustrous fleece ⚫ Muscular, sturdy body  
Attentive mothers ⚫ Environmentally adaptable  
Good milk production ⚫ Calm, gentle disposition  

Multiple births  ⚫ Long productive lives  
Outstanding crossbreeding  

Strong, long lasting teeth ⚫ Excellent feet, rot resistant  
Genetically no scrapie 


